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Abstract

The last decade of the twentieth century was an extraordinary period for the Albanians of Macedonia at that
time. The dissolution of the former Yugoslav federation, the independence of Macedonia as a sovereign state,
consequently marked the beginnings of democratization processes in these areas. In Macedonia, democratic
changes were a reflection, firstly, of geopolitical influences on the political scene in the region and beyond.
Secondly, they were the result of severe repressive measures of the system against Albanians and Albanian
patriotic developments within the country, especially within the diaspora. The enthusiasm and hope of
journalists, the public, and other employees of written media in the Albanian language in Macedonia were
quickly challenged by another ideology, cloaked in the mask of political pluralism, through control and self-
control of the media by "democratic™ institutions and Albanian parties.

The topic of this research paper is the role and contribution of printed media in the Albanian language in the
Republic of Macedonia, from 1990 to 2001, in the context of reflecting the social reality of Albanians in this
country. It also explores the efforts to portray the objective truth of the societal, economic, and political
situation — in other words, the equality of the public that the media represented. This was a challenging
mission during the years when there was a conflict in the society between two aspirations: that of the
Macedonians for a state with a unitary concept and the aim of the Albanians for a society-state community
that includes all the citizens. Using the method of content analysis, this research conducts a qualitative
analysis in terms of the intensity and frequency of texts, information, reporting, analyses, and interpretations.
It focuses on the editorial policies of the newspapers of that time, namely 'Flaka' and 'Fakti'. The assumption
is that the media in the Albanian language during the given period did not meet the expectations of public
opinion; they were often misused by state politics and policies of Albanian parties. As a result, the media
were excessively politicized, heavily controlled, lacking independence both economically and politically, and
undermined freedom of expression.

Keywords: media, political pluralism, Albanians, Macedonia, media freedom.

1. Media without identity - between readers and politics!

The relationship between media and politics in the early 1990s, generally, especially the
written media in the Albanian language in the Republic of Macedonia, after the dissolution of
the former Yugoslav federation and the initial processes of democratization of society, has
been close and highly complex. This applies both in relation to central politics (the
government) and at a lower level with political parties that represented the Albanians. All
analyses and suggestions from local and international institutions of the time evaluate that the
media in the Albanian language during the given period did not meet the expectations of
public opinion; they were often misused by state politics and Albanian parties. As a result,
the written media were excessively politicized, heavily controlled, lacking economic and
political independence, and undermined freedom of expression. Because the debate regarding
what was happening at that time with the print media is indirectly a discussion about the
functioning of democracy in Macedonia. This is not only because the media is one of the
"powers" of democracy but also because through the media, society (public opinion)
exercises its control over other powers. It is precisely this quality that gives the media its
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authority and the characteristics of a fourth power. But this was not happening! Different
perspectives and justifications from editors or journalists that blame this servility on politics
or difficult economic conditions are nothing more than excuses for a lack of professionalism
and ethical standards in journalism. Thus, the written media of that period, exceptionally
favorable for elevating itself as objective and independent, had fallen into the raised trap of
the 'Stockholm Syndrome': the media, the beloved one, became attached to politics, its
oppressor. Instead of being a guide for society, with all those extraordinary events, such as
the referendum for secession from the former Yugoslav federation, the independence of
Macedonia, the initiation of democratic processes, the referendum for political and territorial
autonomy of Albanians, the new constitution of the country, and many incidents of
discrimination, violence, and injustices, including cases of death among Albanians, such as
the arms affair (initiated by the then-president Gligorov for self-defense), Bit Pazar,
Ladorishti, the University of Tetovo, privatization of social property, and the 2001 war for
the equality of Albanians, once again, the written media were not an organic part of the social
reality and their audience. They were exploited by political parties and the government. Such
media became part of state policies that aimed to portray Albanians as a dangerous and
submissive population.

The last ten years of the twentieth century were years of significant events, both for the
Albanians and for Macedonia. The separation from the former Socialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia, the transition from socialism to social and political pluralism, was experienced as
a liberation from communist oppression. In these new and unfamiliar circumstances, the only
newspaper in the Albanian language, 'Flaka e Véllazérimit,' by opening its pages to address
issues with a background of ethnic rights and equality, transformed from a medium controlled
by communist ideology into an independent medium with the duty to defend and promote the
economic, political, and cultural interests of the Albanians. The newspaper, especially,
contented itself with describing events and providing information without delving further into
news or events to analyze, interpret, and comment on the causes and consequences. This
means that it failed to become critical and expose the truths of injustices by the system
against the Albanians, who in this post-communist period were treated even worse than
during communism. This has happened in almost all cases when Albanians were arrested,
subjected to political persecution, and manipulated for political interests, such as the arms
affair, Ladorishti, Bit Pazar, the Gostivar Case, the University of Tetovo, and many other
affairs. As time later revealed, the majority of these events were staged by state circles or
institutions for narrow political purposes and stigmatization against the Albanians. This
situation necessitated answers to the questions: How did the Albanian-language media,
especially the sole newspaper "Flaka e Véllazérimit,” report? Why couldn't Albanian political
parties defend their voters and supporters? Why were these sad events quickly forgotten?
What sources did the written media rely on for information? What were the consequences for
Albanians and their political parties? What was the connection between newspapers and
political parties and the government? How were interethnic relations exploited for political
gains?

2. Media “Freed” and “Enslaved” - From 1995-1999

Written media in the Albanian language in Macedonia from 1990-2001, based on their
structure, intensity of themes, and the time of their release, can be divided into three levels of

reporting:
- From 1990 to 1995, they can be characterized as press that significantly raised topics
with a focus on the rights and equality of Albanians. At the same time, they can be
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seen as a medium influenced by the government and the state. Besides the high
number of informative reports on Albanians in the newspaper 'Flaka e Véllazérimit,'
which was the only newspaper in the Albanian language in Macedonia, it opened
sections for 'letters and reactions,” opinions, and stances. Here, courageous readers
addressed topics of interest, defending the rights of Albanians.
The closure of Albanian schools by the order of the LCM left many teachers unemployed.
The teachers of the Elementary School 'Liria’ in Skopje and especially the professors of the
Tetovo Gymnasium faced these repressions, leading to a significant impact on the cultural
confrontation between Albanians and Macedonians, which was prominently reflected in the
media of that time. On the other hand, during the years 1990-1995, this medium, in each of
its issues, alongside numerous government-sourced information, such as interviews with
politicians in power, both Macedonian and Albanian, also published analyses and opinions on
important issues related to the political elite, including deputies, ministers, and other
government officials, such as deputies H. Ramadani, M. Halili, M. Bilalli, E. Aliu, M.
Pollozhani, R. Sulejmani, I. Rusi, and others. During these years, the newspaper 'Flaka' had
allocated sufficient space for Albanian analysts to promote Macedonia as a state with equal
civic rights, with citizenship at its core, aiming to bypass ethnic, religious, and cultural
components. Meanwhile, the analyses and comments of the newspaper were quite rare and
published as editorials without the author's name. This was a way of balancing the editorial
policy of that time.

3. The Macedonian perspective on the Albanians - From 1995-1999.

The written media in the Albanian language, 'Flaka," and from the year 1998, the newspaper
'Fakti," already politically consolidated with the motto that press freedom is not only the
freedom of journalists but of all citizens, were characterized as 'liberated’ from the censorship
of the Macedonian political discourse about Albanians, and at the same time 'enslaved' by the
Albanian political party that was in power. Formally and legally, these media outlets were
independent, but in reality, this was the most challenging period after the country's
independence. Despite the headlines full of Albanian nationalism, the struggle for equality
and justice for Albanians, in reality, the editorial policy was entirely subservient to the
political interests of Albanian parties and government policies overall. The newspaper "Fakti"
had a sensational beginning by making a great contribution to the coverage of the Albanian
public sphere through the coverage of Albanian events or topics. However, over time, this
newspaper lost its momentum and increasingly engaged less in analyses or critical articles
against the government, supporting the policies of the Albanian party in power. This was the
period when the approach of the Albanian-language media regarding the rights and equality
of Albanians was conditioned by the Macedonian discourse and perspective on Albanians. As
a result, the Albanian leadership had become friendly with the Macedonian political elites,
while the media controlled and influenced by politics lost the newly formed identity as 'pure’
Albanian media. Consequently, they lost the trust of the Albanians, leading to animosity with
their readership.

4. The period of national outburst for 'Flaka' and "Fakti* - From 1999-2001

This was the fundamental factor in determining the identity of the written media 'Flaka' as
well as 'Fakti," independent newspapers, perhaps with a slightly more pro-Albanian tone in
form, but not in content. It was quite paradoxical that during the most fruitful time for the
creation of their media identity, such as the years 1998-2000 when government policies were
gaining momentum against Albanians, against higher education in Albanian, ethnic symbols,
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as a continuation of the events on July 9 in Gostivar and the 2001 war, they turned out to be
not objective, censored, simultaneously free (in terms of numerous information and reports in
defense of Albanians), conditioned and controlled by the state and the Albanian party in
power (due to a lack of substantive content in treating the same information), which 'cared
for' their editorial policy through state budget funding. The intentional avoidance of criticism
against the government and political parties in power is undoubtedly indicative of
manipulative reporting, forgetting that it is their ethical obligation to attentively follow and
boldly call upon the institutions and individuals responsible to move forward with political
processes and the independence of the media. On the contrary, at that time, there were
attempts to shift responsibility elsewhere, using propagandistic techniques for stigmatization,
labeling, and blame-shifting. A classic example is the scheme to attribute disloyalty of
Albanians to the state, extremist groups, or the opposition Albanian party, up to false
accusations and claims of Kosovo and Albania influencing the rise of Albanian irredentism
for conflicts in Macedonia. The example includes the changes in Albanian toponyms in the
Macedonian language, mixed parallels, and ultimately blaming the ethnic factor for all of
Macedonia's failures. Both 'Flaka' and 'Fakti," in terms of the quantity of information and
coverage of issues important to Albanians, met the expectations of public opinion. However,
regarding the substantive aspect, such as the intensity of messages or investigative journalism
and uncovering events, there was hesitation and reluctance to look 'beyond' the information
or the source of the information. The difference in 'Flaka' during the years 1999-2001 had to
do precisely with editorial independence around the issues of Albanian equality, especially a
concept different from the ruling party's stance on the 2001 conflict. Almost all editorials had
the chief editor of this newspaper as the author.

5. Conclusion

The qualitative analysis of the content of writings, articles, and editorial comments of the
time proves the thesis that the role of the analyzed media was not sufficiently an intermediary
between the reader and politics. On the contrary, the media fulfilled partisan and
governmental duties through hidden or so-called censorship of the "spiderweb network™ of
information or selected perspectives for the public. Often, important information is
deliberately avoided or forgotten, such as the regulation of the law regarding symbols, the
Albanian language, territorial division, decentralization, electoral unit borders, the disclosure
of numerous cases against Albanians. Instead, the media focuses on less essential aspects for
the equality and rights of their Albanian readers, such as topics for internal consumption
among Albanians, conflicts between ruling and opposition Albanian parties, vote theft, the
creation of clans and idols within Albanian parties, blackmail against Albanian voters, and
even major policies like regional and global peace, dialogue, trust, values of cooperation and
tolerance, multiculturalism, and other aspects that are seemingly insignificant. The print
media that were exemplars of this research ("Flaka e Véllazérimit" and "Fakti" from 1997), in
the years 1990-2001, with very few exceptions, turned the public space into a battleground
for partisan or governmental interests, depending on which party was part of the government
and controlled them. The politics had achieved its goal of increasing its influence through the
newspaper towards achieving political objectives or strategy, although the years 1994 and
1995 can be considered as years when the position of the media changed minimally, shifting
from complete control to a partially free medium. However, even in these years, "Flaka,"
according to the content analysis in terms of frequency and the conveyed message to the
readers, seems to have remained aligned with the government, damaging its public mission in
the name of narrow interests and increasingly neglecting the position of the “fourth power,"”
by avoiding important information through selectively presented information policies. In less
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developed and lower-democracy countries, such as Macedonia, it was difficult to talk about
press freedom and freedom of expression. Commonly, media censorship came from political
parties, the government, local authorities, and self-censorship. These assessments apply to all
written media in the Albanian language in Macedonia. The major problems for written media
were dependence on power and the Albanian party in power (through budget funding), bias,
protagonism, and clientelism. The widespread serious problems affecting the functioning of
the media and the fulfillment of its public mission explain why Albanian-language written
media in Macedonia, despite remaining pluralistic, were perceived as not entirely free,
partially objective, and not independent, lacking respect for the journalists' code of ethics.
The analysis also revealed that the decision-making part of the media, including publishers,
editors-in-chief, editors, as well as analysts and opinion-makers, enjoys the lowest level of
public trust when it comes to their independence and impartiality.

References

[1]. Adili,B.(2021). Konflikti i viti 2001 né fokusin mediatik:Albas.Tirané.

[2]. M.Halili.(2019). Fillemet e pluralizmit politik ndér shqiptarét e Magedonisé sé
Veriut/Publikuar 23:27 29 Gusht, 2019/

[3]. Zguri, Rr.(2017). Marrédhéniet mes medias dhe politikés. Fage 36- 54.

[4]. Magedonia: Konflikti dhe mediet:Instituti magedonas pér media,Shkup 2003.

[5]. Gazetat “Flaka e véllazérimit” ("Flaka”), Gazeta “Fakti”: analiz€ e pérmbajtjes me ekzemplaré té
pérzgjedhur té informacioneve, raportimeve, analizave, opinioneve dhe editorialeve, sipas viteve
1990-2001.

Annex

15



P e e 8

R IR cir A A E A~ A S A s . s #

.
l‘ﬂ*

!

i

?

|
;%

B

NE FOKUS Fpremie, 22 X1 191 O 7
QYTETARET PER KUSHTETUTEN E RE TE MAQEDOHISE

Deputetét shaiptaré s'ishin
- né nivel té detyrés

: ! |
2l tdat, ISP TEOM M Toe: m.m.enwumwmw
e (oakaimt
= MOS0 KLAhalLia Bk dshe! B prang omttare 1 SO0 98 JONE P MK
AN 000 D30 DhY KD L Bk

1ty

‘i

ol
33%

1
*

i
i

i

Ok Tt o O
-
kT bbb 48

AL B e i
ki, 0 e 0

=

"
A B 8 Mok gy b ¢
o

i

=
i
gz s

BEDREDIN IBRAHIMI,
1POP5b

gguobotra
T e Lo e g
i

e
et Aot 50 |
f Non,

T it bt 4 o A mq'-ﬂ-‘h\' a0y

s ) N el T ksl e
‘ ' s || e shqpive

e
%5%3

O g

AT e i g ¢
o O s b 8¢

o e




d

cll

Flaka e

z
2
3
&
)
:
g
#
2
=
2
z
g
%
E
>
3
%
%

Yae U bor

pér sovr

=
s
o
=
=

i
587 8%
At
E53%8 3
& —l ,.,. a
i3

g

tyle M-Mn

)

w.M

kil

ﬂv

2258,
m“ .I.i. g

$E383e

T

=y

17



EXFORT e T
IMPORT

isti 2 : [ e —
ristike . il Hyp se t'vrava,
QURS)| | i o g ; . Zbrit se té vrava.
 0ow/31-178 Tel/Fax: 31-419 — Tetovi < / SR

Agjencia tu
O

i

L
i
)

&

POLLOZHANI, KRYETAR | D
NE %ﬂ‘ummﬂgﬁa’uﬂ!w ;

BashKk

it

|
L

il

SIS G ASAACPORI 1 e o | s
pauw.;m 2:;,«”? o | bindar, shiol Ha-
< ekocomistéve, por shicd so sl dhe okt e
lament e, se ndryshimet o
s ,,‘d:"k;":;" andlshine Rubiscumse nuk bislve tona b Kosor, sipas  pér wprim
aisin zhvilimis ¢ kel be. | 20 11 2WIdhn 6 giitha pro  késaf edhe. e kombesid ar kundic 5 o
prestie b9 | blemet ‘tona, Newjat | dbe  shaiptare, palubatshm 6o ve antisociyy ¥
Ioletesat e fotia aé plrbe-  deon né poflibén ¢ Jugoslls-  rojll se e o M)
ShKE 18 pundtorive, kowhe  vié Soclaliste die t6 BT cave subjekaye, . ¢
Ve dbe kmabtsive 16 RS barid dhe glitiall € me sl nf raghet o Ly
1 Serbist kerhojod q¢ i e dhe mé t
teresat ¢ pirbashiita of 16 vien o
GilhE e mE shumé  dhe  kundéc asal plests  tetir,

TT———— mqedo'_‘i

2 T

T ——

Delegacion!  parlamentar.

i Federat Jugosllay bests shkon of | Prakiikishi 18 rgjidhen mbi  mi (¢ vogél (8 piesttaréve  ua

gt mé 26 Stamboll ku ni fund té vigi. | ez vetige dbe me & kombésisé shaiptare.,

aﬂm treditore Turgisd me ni- | 3¢ & bashimic 1§ punés gy nacionalistéve

blfkén Federale Keqirdt do 12 kete po ashw | dhe mieteve, Mitnyra ¢ Kill  dentistéve dbe sulmeve 8 like oF 1
alsé, e e shomé fakime dbe bise. | 1€ © realizimit 16 pirbe 1w pakuptimts kunder ik

R
dime per bas) o | shisise st 1 duhe) 18 ﬁ'g;m.mmma-n
dy yeodexe, Tshte dhe stz krakieris  shkimit té kombeve

> X EVE NE SHKOLLEN

e
NE POZITA TE VIETR
'i\:n!;(nn'-k&lihhrh&.umqiu-‘* me sy
sultnuan mjetet e informimit

‘migésor (& kerkesave dhe
shpalljes & poruilave sKoso- _ Duke folur
va republikés. 2k

Ni ket kontekst, Hasanl

& Shkupit va- territor dygy 0
ket institucio. | dhe nuk Hatuar o€ asnjé shko- k)
- ¢ pah papjekuria dhe U 1€ Shkupit. Kérkobet pra perjashtim ve -t py
e 2alidhicn ¢ probleoscve 5 4m P KiCE shialle, .
kembiogultse ¢ &~ Mieril, ué ke ak
1@ dubir nik hnjin

investime |

& keté
k do té e
é rr";ljiré & veté magqedona

DS Territort §
Komune .mﬂw,:"."‘" 205 aproojod statutin

2

i y
£ Erﬂi" Azem : ; a Ishte e
=%y

7 m
ke SIPE G rate?

18



ZERI I HESHTUR | GAZETARISE SHQIPTARE NE MAQEDONI NE
VITET 1990-2001

Abdylnaser SINANI

Fakulteti Filozofok, University of Tetova

Abstrakt

Dekada e fundit e shekullit t& njézet ishte periudhé kohore e jashtézakonshme pér shqiptarét e Magedonisé sé
atéhershme. Shpérbérja e ish federatés jugosllave, pavarésimi i Magedonisé si shtet i mévetésishém si
rrjedhojé fillimet e proceseve té demokratizimit t& shoqgérisé né kéto hapésira. Né Magedoni ndryshimet
demokratike ishin reflektim, pikésépari i ndikimeve gjeopolitike né skenén politike né rajon dhe mé gjeré, sé
dyti, rezultat i masave té rénda represive té sistemit ndaj shqiptaréve dhe zhvillimeve patriotike shqiptare
brenda vendit dhe sidomos té emigracionit. Entuziazmi dhe shpresa e gazataréve, publikut dhe punonjésve
tjeré té mediave té shkruara né gjuhén shqipe né Magedoni shpejt u sfiduan nga njé ideologji tjetér, e
mbéshtjellur me maskén e pluralizmit politik, népérmjet kontrollit dhe veté kontrollit t&¢ mediave nga
institucionet “demokratike” dhe partité shqiptare. Temé trajtimi e kétij punimi shkencoré éshté roli dhe
kontributi i mediave té shtypura né gjuhén shqipe né R. e Magedonisé, nga viti 1990 deri né vitin 2001, né
kontekst té pasqyrimit té realitetit shogéror té shqiptaréve né kété vend, si dhe pérpjekjet pér té pasqyruar
té vértetén objektive té gjendjes shogérore, ekonokime dhe politike. Do té béhet pasqyrimi i barazisé sé
publikut gé mediat e pérfagésonin, njé mision i véshtiré né vitet kur né shogériné e kétij vendi kishte njé
konflikt mes dy aspiratave: asaj té magedonaséve pér njé shtet me konceptin unitarsit dhe synimit té
shqiptaréve pér shogéri-shtet bashkési e té gjithé qytetaréve té saj. Me metodén e analizés sé pérmbajtjes, né
kété kérkim é&shté béré analizé cilésore, pér nga intensiteti dhe shpeshtésia e teksteve, informacionve,
raportimi, analizat dhe interpretimet, si porosi dhe diskursi politikave redaktuese té gazetave té kohés,
“Flaka”,dhe “Fakti”. Supozimi éshté se mediat né gjuhén shqipe né periudhén e dhéné nuk i plotésuan pritjet
e opinionit publik, shpeshéheré u kegpérdorén nga politika shtetérore dhe politikat e partive shqiptare, pér
pasojé mediat ishiné tepér té politizuara dhe shumé té kontrolluara dhe kishin mungesé té pavarésisé, si
ekonomike ashtu edhe politike dhe cenim té shprehjes sé liré.

Fjalé kyce: mediat, pluralizmi politik, shgiptarét, Magedonia,liria mediale.

1. Mediumet pa identitet- ndérmjet lexuesit dhe politikés

Media dhe politika né fillim té viteve 1990-ta, sidomos media e shkruar né gjuhén
shgipe né R. e Maqgedonisé, pas shpérbérjes sé ish federatés jugosllave dhe proceseve
té para té demokratizimit té shogérisé kané pasur njé marrédhénie té ngushté dhe
shumé té ndérlikuar, si né raport me politikén gendrore (geveria), ashtu edhe né nivel
té ulét me partité politike, té cilat i pérfagésonin shqiptarét. Té gjitha analizat dhe
sugjerimet e institucioneve vendore dhe ndérkombétare té kohés vlerésojné se mediat né
gjuhén shqipe né periudhén e dhéné nuk i plotésuan pritjet e opinionit publik, shpeshéheré u
keqgépérdorén nga politika shtetérore dhe partité shqiptare, pér pasojé mediat e shkruara ishin
tepér té politizuara shumé té kontrolluara, dhe kishin mungesé té pavarésisé ekonomike e
politike dhe cenim té shprehjes sé liré. Debati né lidhje me até se ¢‘po ndodhte até
kohé me shtypin e shkruar, né ményré indirekte éshté njé diskutim pér funksionimin e
demokracisé né Magedoni. Kjo, jo vetém sepse media éshté njé nga "pushtetet” e
demokracisé, por edhe sepse pérmes medias, shogéria (opinioni publik) e realizon
kontrollin e saj mbi pushtetet e tjera. Eshté pikérisht kjo cilési gé i jep medias
autoritetin dhe karakteristikat e njé pushteti té katért. Por kjo nuk po ndodhte asokohe
né Magedoni. Piképamjet e ndryshme dhe arsyetimet e redaktoréve apo gazetaréve se
fajin e kétij servilizmi e ka politika apo pozita e véshtiré ekonomike, nuk jané gjé
tjetér vetém justifikim pér mungesén e profesionalizmit dhe mungesén e etikés sé
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gazetarisé. E tillé, media e shkruar e asaj periudhe kohore, gé pér ta ishte
jashtézakonisht e favorshme pér t’u ngritur larté, si medie objektive dhe e pavarur,
kishte réné né kurthin e ngritur vet, té "Sindromés sé Stokholmit": media u "dashura"
te politika, pra te dhunuesi i saj. Né vend qé té ishte udhéréfyese e shoqérisé, me
gjithé ato ngjarje té jashtézakonshme, si referendumi pér shképutje nga ish federata
jugosllave, pavarésia e Magedonisé, nisma e proceseve demokratike, referendumi
pér autonomi politike e territoriale té shqiptaréve; kushtetura e re e vendit, dhe
shumé ngjarje té diskriminimit, dhunés, padrejtésive deri né rastet e vdekjes sé
shqgiptaréve; ndér té cilat mund té pérmendim: aferén e arméve (e inicuar nga presidenti i
atéhershém Gligorov pér vetémbrojtje), Bit Pazari, Ladorishti, Universiteti i
Tetovés,privatizimi i pronés shogérore, dhe lufta e vitit 2001pér barazi té shqiptaréve, pérséri
mediat e shkruara nuk ishin pjesé organike mes realitetit shogéror dhe publikut té tyre, ato
u shfrytézuan nga partité politike dhe geveria.Té tilla mediat u béné pjesé e politikave
shtetérore e cila synonte t’i parages€ shqiptarét si popull i rrezikshém dhe t’i mbajé té
nénshtruar.

Dhjeté vitet e fundit té shekullit t& njézeté, ishin vitet e ngjarjeve té réndésishme, si pér
shqiptarét ashtu edhe pér Magedoniné. Shképutja nga ish RSF e Jugosllavisé, kalimi nga
socializmi né demokraci me pluralizém shogéror dhe politik, u pérjetua si njé shpétim nga
zullumi komunist. Né kéto rrethana té reja dhe té panjohura gazeta e vetme né gjuhén
shqipe “Flaka e Véllazérimit”, qé€ kishte hapur faget e gazetés pér té trajtuar tema me sfond
té drejtave dhe barazisé etnike, u transformua nga njé medium i kontrolluar nga ideologjia
komuniste, né njé medium té pavarur me detyré té mbrojtjes dhe promovimit ekonomik,
politik dhe kulturoré té shqiptaréve.Gazeta befasisht, u kénagq vetém me pérshkrimin e
ngjarjeve, informacionin, pa i shkuar mé tutje lajmit apo ngjarjes, pér té béré analiza dhe
interpretime dhe komente mbi shkaget dhe pasojat, gé do té thoté, nuk arriti t&€ béhet kritike
dhe té zbardh té vértetat e padrejtésive té sistemit ndaj shqiptaréve, té cilét né kété
periudhé kohore postkomuniste trajtoheshin edhe mé keq se sa né komunizém. Késhtu ka
ndodhur pothuaj né té gjitha rastet kur shqiptarét u burgosén, iu ngritén kurthe nga politika
ditore dhe pér interese politike, si afera e arméve, Ladorishti, Bit Pazari, Rasti i Gostivarit,
Universiteti i Tetovés, dhe shumé afera tjera. Shumica e kétyre ngjarjeve, si tregoi koha mé
voné, u inskenuan nga garge ose institucione shtetérore, pér géllime té ngushta politike dhe
damkosje té shqgiptaréve. Kjo gjendje impononte pérgjigjet né pyetjet:

e Siraportuan mediat né gjuhén shqipe sidmos gazeta e vetme “Flaka e Vellazérimit™?

e Pse partité politike shgiptare nuk mund t’i mbronin votuesit dhe pérkrahsit e tyre?
Pse shumé shpejté u harruan kéto ngjarje té trishtueshme?
Nga cilat burime informoheshin mediat e shkruara?
Cilat ishin pasojat, pér shqgiptarét dhe partité e tyre politike?
Cila ishte lidhja e gazetave me partité politike dhe pushtetin?
Si u shfrytéyuan marrédhéniet ndéretnike pér pérfitime politike?

2. Mediume té “cliruara” dhe té “robéruara” (1995-1999)

Mediat e shkruara né gjuhén shqgipe né Magedoni né vitet 1990-2001 sipas strukturés,
intensitetit té temave dhe kohés sé daljes sé tyre, mund té ndahen né tri nivele té raportimit.

Nga viti 1990 deri né vitin 1995, ato mund té emérohen, si shtyp qé kishte ngritje té theksuar
té temave me fokus te té drejtat dhe barazia e shqiptaréve dhe né té njéjtén kohé edhe si
medium i ndikuar nga geveria dhe shteti. Krahas numrit té larté té informatave dhe
raportimeve mbi shqiptarét né gazetén “Flaka e Véllazérimit”, e cila ishte gazeta e vetme né
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gjuhén shqgipe né Magedoni, ge hapur rubrika “letra dhe reagime”, opinione dhe géndrime,
ku lexuesit me guxim trajtonin tema me interes dhe né mbrojtje té drejtave té€ shqiptaréve.
Mbyllja e shkollave shqgipe me urdhérin e LKM-sé, i la té pa puné shumé mésues e arsimtaré.
Kétyre represioneve u béné ballé mésimdhénésit e shkollés fillore “Liria” né Shkup dhe né
vecanti profesorét e gjimnazit té Tetovés, dhe patén ndikim té larté té konfrontimit kulturor
mes shqiptaréve dhe magedonasve, gjé gé u pasgyrua zéshém ne mediat e kohés. Nga ana
tjetér, ky medium poashtu gjaté viteve 1990-1995 né ¢do numér té saj, krahas informacioneve
té shumta me burim geveritar, si intervista me politikané té pushtetit si magedonas ashtu
edhe shqiptaré, botonte edhe analiza dhe géndrime, pér céshtje té réndésishme, té elités
politike, si deputeté, ministra dhe funksionaré té tjeré geveritaré, si deputetét H. Ramadani,
M. Halili, M.Bilalli, E. Aliu, M. Pollozhani, R. Sulejmani, I. Rusi, e té tjeré. Né kéto vite
gazeta ‘“Flaka” kishte ndaré hapésiré t€ mjaftueshme edhe pér analistét shqiptaré pér té
promovuar Magedoninég, si shtet me té drejta té barabarta qytetare, me qytetarin né gendér
dhe pér té anashkaluar komponentet etnike, fetare dhe kulturore. Ndérkaq analizat dhe
komentet e gazetés ishiné shumé té rralla dhe botoheshin si editorial, pa emér té autorit. Kjo
ishte njé ményré e barazpeshés sé politikés redaktuese té asaj kohe.

3. Perspektiva magedonase mbi shqiptarét-Nga viti 1995-1999

Mediumet eshkruara né gjuhén shqipe “Flaka® dhe nga viti 1998 gazeta “Fakti“, tashmé t&
konsoliduara politikisht me moton qé liria e shtypit nuk éshté vetém liri e gazetaréve por e té
gjithé qytetaréve, u karakterizuan si mediume té “cliruara” nga cenzura e diskursit politik
magedonas mbi shqiptarét, dhe né té njéjtén kohé té “robéruara” nga partia politike shqiptare
gé ishte né geveri. Kéto mediume nga aspekti formal dhe juridik ishin media té pavarura, por
realisht kjo ishte periudha mé e véshtiré pas pavarésimit té vendit, edhe pse kishe tituj plot
nacionalizém shqiptaré, beteja pér barazi dhe drejtési té shqiptaréve, né té vérteté politika
redaktuese ishte plotésisht e nénshtruar ndaj interesave politike té partive shqgiptare dhe
politikave geveritare né térési. Gazeta “Fakti* fillimin e kishte t€ bujshém duke dhéné njé
kontribut t& madh né mbulimin e sferés publike shqiptare népérmjet pasqyrimit té ngjarjeve
apo temave shqiptare. Megjithaté, me kalimin e kohés kjo gazeté e humbi vrullin dhe gjithnjé
e mé pak u mor me analiza apo artikuj kritiké ndaj geverisé, duke pérkrahur politikat e partisé
shqiptare né pushtet.

Ishte kjo periudhé kohore kur gasja e mediumeve né gjuhén shqipe rreth té drejtave dhe
barazisé sé shqiptaréve, ishte e kushtézuar nga diskursi dhe perspektiva magedonase mbi
shqiptarét. Késisoj, lidershipi shqiptaré ishte migésuar me elitat politike magedonase, kurse
mediumet e kontrolluara dhe té varura nga politika, e humbén identitetin e posaformuar si
mediume “puro” shqiptare, andaj e humbén besimin e shqiptaréve — pra u armigésuan me
lexuesit e tyre.

4. Periudha e shpérthimit kombétar té “Flakés” dhe “Faktit” (1999- 2001)

Ky ishte faktori thelbésor i pércaktimit t&€ identitetit t&€ medaiave té shkruara “Flaka” dhe
“Fakti“, gazeté kjo e pavarur, ndoshta me nuanca mé pro shqiptare pér nga forma, por jo
nga pérmbajtja. Ishte tepér paradoksale gé né kohén mé té frytshme pér krijim té
mvetésisé -identitetit t&¢ tyre mediatik, si vitet 1998-2000 kur kishte marr hov politika
geveritare kundér shqiptaréve, kundér arsimit té larté né gjuhén shqipe, simbolet etnike, si
vazhdimési e nénté korrikut né Gostivar dhe lufta e 2001-shit, ato rezultuan si joobjektive, té
cenzuruara, njékohésisht té lira (pér nga informacionet dhe raportimet e shumta né mbrojtje
té shqiptaréve) té kushtézuara dhe té kontrolluara nga shteti dhe partia shqiptare né pushtet
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(pér mungesé pérmbajtésore, té trajtimit té po atyre informacioneve), gé népérmjet
financimit me para buxhetore “kujdesej* pér politikén redaktuese té€ tyre.

Anashkalimi i géllimshém i kritikés ndaj geverisé dhe partive politike né pushtet, jané tregues
i padyshimté pér raportime manipulative duke harruar se éshté obligim etik i tyre gé me
vémendje t’i ndjekin dhe me guxim t’i thirrin instittucionet dhe individét pérgjegjés pér té
lévizur pérpara bashké me proceset politike edhe pvarésiné e mediave. Pérkundrazi,
asokohe kishte pérpjekje qé pérgjegjésiné ta hudhin né vend tjetér, duke pérdorur teknika
propaganduese pér stigmatizim dhe etiketim. Shembull klasik éshté paragitja e skemave nga
jolojaliteti i shqiptaréve ndaj shtetit, lajmet pér grupe ekstremistésh, akuzat ndaj partisé
shqiptare opozitare, shpifjet dhe akuzat pér ndikimin e Kosovés edhe té Shqipérisé né rritjen
e irredentizmit shqiptar pér konflikte né Magedoni. Shembulli i ndryshimeve té toponimeve
shgipe né gjuhén magedonase, paralelet e pérziera, deri deri te hudhja e fajit te shqiptarét si
etni pér té gjitha déshtimet e Magedonisé.

Si “Flaka” ashtu edhe “Fakti”, nga qasja e sasisé sé informacionit dhe pérfshirjes sé
céshtjeve me réndési pér shqgiptarét i realizuan pritshmérité e opinionit publik, ndérsa pér sa
i pérket aspektit pérmbajtésor, siintensitet i porosive apo gazetari hulumtimi dhe zbulimit
té ngjarjeve, pati ngecje dhe ngurim pér té shikuar “pértej” informacionit, ose porosisé sé
burimit té informacionit.

Dallimi i “Flakés* né vitet 1999-2001 kishte té bénte pikérisht njé pavarési e editorialeve
té gazetés, rreth temave mbi baraziné e shgiptaréve, sidomos konceptit ndryshe nga
partia né pushtet rreth luftés sé vitit 2001. Pothuaj té gjitha editorialet ishin me autor
kryeredaktorin e késaj gazete.

5. Pérfundim

Analiza cilésore e pérmbajtjes sé shkrimeve, artikujve dhe komenteve redaktoriale té kohés,
provontezén, sipassé cilés rolii mediumeve té analizuara nuk ishte mjaftueshém
ndérmjetésues mes lexuesit dhe politikés, pérkundrazi mediumet i pérmbushnin detyrat
partiake dhe geveritare népérmjet formave té fshehura ose té ashtuquajturés censure té “rrjetit
té marimangés* t€ informacioneve ose géndrimeve té selektuara pér publikun. Réndom
anashkalohen apo harrohen informacione té réndésishme, si pér shembull, rregullimi i ligjit
pér simbolet, ligji pér zbatimin e gjuhés shqipe, ndarjes territoriale, decentralizimit, kufijté e
njésive zgjedhore, zbardhja e aferave t€ shumta kundér shqiptaréve, pér t’'u marré me
aspekte jo thelbésore pér barazi dhe té drejta té lexuesit té tyre shqiptarg, sic ishin temat pér
konsum té brendshém ndér shqiptar, konflikt mes partive té pushtetit dhe atyre té opozités
shqiptare, ose vjedhja e votave, krijimi i klaneve dhe idhujve brenda partive shqiptare,
shantazhet ndaj votuesit shqiptaré. Por, edhe tema si pagja rajonale e botérore, dialogu,
mirébesimi, vlerat e té genit bashképunues dhe tolerant, multikulturalizmi, e té tjera aspekte.
Mediumet e shtypura qé ishiné ekzemplaré t€ kétij kérkimi (“Flaka e véllazérimit* dhe
“Fakti“ nga viti 1997), né€ vitet 1990-2001 me pérjashtime té rralla, hapésirén publike e
shéndrruan né njé betejé pér interesa partiake ose geveritare, mvarésisht se cila parti ishte
pjesé e geverisé dhe i kontrollonte ato.

Politika kishte realizuar géllimin e saj pér té rritur ndikimin e saj népérmjet gazetés drejt
arritjes sé objektivave apo strategjisé politike, edhe pse vitet 1994 dhe 1995 mund té
vlerésohen si vite kur ka ndryshuar edhe minimalisht pozita e medias, nga kontrolli i ploté né
medium pjesérisht i lir€. Megjithkété, edhe kéto vite “Flaka®, sipas analizés sé pérmbajtjes
pér nga shpeshtésia edhe porosia e pércjellur te lexuesi, duket se ka géndruar e rreshtuar né
anén e pushtetit, duke démtuar misionin e saj publik né emér té interesave té ngushta dhe
duke harruar gjithnjé e mé shumé pozicionin e “pushtetit t€ katért”,me shmangien e
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informacioneve té réndésishme me informacione gjysmé té vérteta ose té porositura
népérmjet politikave té informimit selektiv.

Né vendet mé pak té zhvilluara dhe me shkallé té ulét t&¢ demokracisé, si¢ ishte Magedonia,
ishte e véshtiré té flitej pér liriné e shtypit, pér liriné e shprehjes. Réndom, cenzuruesité e
mediumeve ishiné: partité politike, geveria dhe pushteti vendor dhe vet-cenzurimi. Nga
kéto vlerésime mbi mediat né Magedoni nuk béjné pérjashtim asnjéra nga mediate shkruara
né gjuhén shqipe. Problemet mé té médha pér mediumet shkruara ishin varésia nga pushteti
dhe partia shqgiptare né pushtet, (népérmjet financimit me para buxhetore), anshmeéria,
protagonizmi dhe klientalizmi.

Pérhapja e problemeve kaq serioze pér funksionimin e mediave dhe pérmbushjen e misionit
té saj publikshpjegon faktin psemediumet e shkruara shgiptare né Magedoni, edhepse mbeten
pluraliste, u vlerésuan si jo té lira, pjesérisht objektive dhe aspak té pavarura, si dhe pa
respektim té kodit etik té gazetaréve. Analiza nxorri né pah gjithashtu qé pjesa
vendimmarrése e mediave - pérfshiré botues, kryeredaktoré, redaktoré, si dhe analisté dhe
krijues té mendimit, gézojné nivelin mé té ulét té besimit publik kur béhet fjalé pér
pavarésiné dhe paanshmériné e tyre.
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Shtojca

Ekzemplaré té fageve dhe titujve t& gazetave “Flaka” dhe “Fakti”, t€ cilat jané objekt i
analizés né kété punim.
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