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THE EFFORTS OF THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE IN THE EASTERN
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1990s OF THE LAST CENTURY

Nebi DERVISHI

Faculty of Philosophy, University of Tetova

Years of experience have demonstrated that our people possess the resilience to weather the
storms of history, fueled by their indomitable spirit, strength, and rich cultural heritage.
Through the development and nurturing of their own culture, they have fortified their identity
as a distinct people and nation. Consequently, Albanians, both within their ethnic territories
and in diaspora communities worldwide, have consistently regarded education and culture not
merely as assets, but as fundamental prerequisites for the preservation of their national
identity.”

"The currents of history brought the Albanians in "Tito's" Yugoslavia to collaborate with
other Yugoslav peoples. Amidst their efforts to persevere, the thirst for knowledge and
cultural advancement remained unyielding. The flourishing of culture and education,
particularly after the IV Brioni Plenum on July 1, 1966, during the 1970s of the 20th century,
stands as undeniable evidence of the collective support extended by all constituents of the
Albanian cultural sphere. Unified aspirations, a shared national character, and a burgeoning
cultural identity necessitated the operation and mobilization of all facets of the Albanian
ethnic community. History has consistently demonstrated that such mobilization invariably
leads to progress and development in our national life and culture"®. However, to gain a
proper understanding of the starting point and the achieved levels of Albanian education and
culture in the Albanian territories of Eastern and North-Eastern Territories (Western
Macedonia and Kosovo), we must acknowledge the numerous difficulties, both objective and
subjective, that it faced continuously. These challenges included bureaucratic hurdles, as well
as nationalist and assimilationist reactions, aimed at creating obstacles or deterring efforts
toward preserving and enriching Albanian cultural values. Despite the prevailing atmosphere
of popular enthusiasm and steadfast labor for the advancement of Albanian heritage, certain
factions within Yugoslavia perceived and treated each new stride by Albanians as a threat to
their own influence. However, their opposition, sometimes open and sometimes hidden
during the 70s, did not manage to become dominant and win over many people.®

Only after the Student Demonstrations in 1981 in Kosovo, certain political forces in Serbia,
Montenegro and Macedonia, with demagoguery and violence, managed to interrupt the
objective course of development and consolidation of education and Albanian national
culture in Yugoslavia and seriously injured them. Consequently, in these years a new period
begins for Albanian education and culture, full of difficulties and efforts to survive.°

" Rahmi Tuda, "Albanians of Macedonia before the historical test", in the newspaper "Fakti", on July 31, 2001.

8Ana Lalaj, "Efforts of the Albanian people in Macedonia for the development of culture and education”, statement at the Scientific
Symposium "Albanians of Macedonia", held in Skopje, November 1991, published in the materials "Albanians of Macedonia", Skopje,
1994, p. 499-505.

°History of the Albanian people, volume IV, Tirana, 2002, p. 371.

10 Ramiz Abdyli, "Fascism continues again in Macedonia after 1945", in the newspaper "Fakti", on May 16, 2005, p. 8.
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Following efforts to preserve the national character of the Albanian school here in
Macedonia, many teachers who taught in the Albanian language continued to keep
pedagogical records (diaries, notebooks, etc.) in Albanian. In support of this stance, Albanian
teachers cited the articles of the Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia of 1974, which
were more democratic and in contrast to the new norms and decrees issued after 1981, which
sanctioned the superiority of the Macedonian language even in environments with an
Albanian population. Albanian teachers in the Republic of North Macedonia (RSM) made
numerous demands to higher republican state govering bodies. These demands included
requests not to disrupt parallel classes conducted in the Albanian language, to retain
prominent figures of Albanian literature in school programs, and to uphold historical truths
regarding significant events in Albanian history. These positions aimed to protect the national
characteristics of Albanian schools and other institutions where Albanian culture was
systematically cultivated. However, their advocacy efforts were politicized, leading to the
dismissal of many teachers from their jobs. An overt expression of resistance against the
denationalization of Albanian schools was the several-day boycott of classes by third and
fourth-grade students in certain schools of Kumanovo and Gostivar in September 1988. This
boycott was in opposition to the decision to introduce mixed-language classes and conduct
teaching solely in Macedonian. However, the implementation of mixed-language classes in
all secondary schools in the Republic of North Macedonia (RSM), where Albanian had
previously been the medium of instruction, resulted in the departure of numerous Albanian
students and the dismissal of many Albanian teachers as ' surplus technology'. In the school
year 1981/1982, there were 37 high schools with 300 parallel classes, accommodating 9,903
students taught by 591 Albanian teachers throughout the Republic of North Macedonia
(RSM). However, by 1987/1988, there was a decline in all these indicators. The number of
schools decreased to 23, with only 175 Albanian parallel classes, serving 4,972 students and
employing 365 teachers. This reduction in Albanian-language classes and their replacement
with mixed-language parallels, where instruction was solely conducted in the Slavic-
Macedonian language, reignited dissatisfaction among the Albanian population.*!

At the beginning of the 1990s, with the establishment of a democratic pluralist system, there
were increased demands for the reopening of secondary schools in all cities of Macedonia.
These demands were presented through petitions, rallies in the streets of cities (such as in
Struga and Skopje on March 31, 1992), and requests made during meetings with high-ranking
state officials, which were generally diplomatic in nature.?

And as always in difficult moments, this time too the creative spirit, ingenuity and
determination of our people to survive, not to be despised and without prospects, stood out.
"Just as previous generations contributed to the prosperity of Albanian culture and education,
both in secondary and higher education, the creative spirit, ingenuity, and determination of
our people once again emerged during challenging times. In these years, when the majority of
Albanian students were faced with the choice of being educated in the Macedonian language
or forgoing education altogether, an initiative was launched for self-organization. Without
legal permission from the Ministry of Education, parallel schools in the Albanian language
were established, such as the "Hajdar Dushi" School in Ladorishte of Struga (1991-1996),
and in Kigevo the School "Drita" (1991-1995).14

1Ramiz Abdyli, "Fascism continues again in Macedonia after 1945", in the newspaper "Fakti", on May 16, 2005, p. 8.

12Halim Purellku, "Crossroads of Albanian education”, in the newspaper "Flaka e Véllazérimit", April 10, 1992
13 Bexhet Asani, "Hajdar Dushi" Gymnasium in Ladorishte of Struga (1991-1996)", Struga, 2005

Halim Purellku, "Crossroads of Albanian education”, in the newspaper "Flaka e Véllazérimit", April 10, 1992
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At the beginning of the 1990s, there was a noticeable shortage of educational infrastructure at
all levels in the Republic of North Macedonia. The scarcity of preschool, primary, and
secondary school staff, along with limited resources for the continuous professional
development of this essential workforce, prompted the Union of Albanian Intellectuals in
Macedonia, along with various associations and legitimate Albanian political entities, to
address this issue by advocating for the establishment of a faculty. This faculty would serve
as a natural extension of the former Pedagogical Academy, offering instruction in the
Albanian language. To lend this initiative the necessary professional and scientific credibility,
a working group was formed, comprising: Prof. Xhevat Gega, Prof. Masar Kodra, Avni
Zllatku, Murat Isaku, Ramé Askaj, Dr. Remzi Nesimi and Dr. Ali Vishko, with the task of
drafting a study for the establishment of the Faculty of Pedagogy in the Albanian language in
Macedonia. In addition to drafting proposals submitted to the relevant governing bodies of
the Republic, numerous negotiations were conducted through a coordinating group. These
negotiations involved discussions with the President of the Republic, the Speaker of the
Parliament, the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, the Minister of Education
and Physical Culture, and the Rector of the "St. Cyril and Methodius" University in Skopje.
However, despite verbal assurances, the legitimate request of the Albanian community
remained unrealized. Despite the parameters outlined by the analysis of the current state of
Albanian pre-school, primary, and secondary education in Macedonia, and the lack of
progress in the initiative launched by the Union of Albanian Intellectuals in January 1992 to
found a Faculty of Pedagogy in the Albanian language integrated into the University system
in Skopje, a group of Albanian scholars—Dr. Masar Kodra, Dr. Remzi Nesimi, Dr. Tahir
Zajazi, Dr. Murat Murat, and Mr. Sefedin Haruni—convened the first consultative meeting
on August 16, 1993, at the premises of the "Zef Lush Marku™ Gymnasium in Skopje. After a
broad and constructive debate, it was decided at the conclusion of the consultative meeting
that discussions regarding the foundation of the Faculty of Pedagogy should be concluded
during the 1993/94 academic year, ensuring that the Albanian community in Macedonia will
no longer face unexpected delays.*®

In line with this approach, intensive efforts were made to organize a meeting involving all
political entities and Albanian associations operating in Macedonia. To facilitate this,
diplomatic discussions were held with the leaders of Albanian political parties (Party for
Democratic Prosperity-PDP and Peoples ‘Democratic Party-PDP) on August 18, 1993. All
Albanian associations were invited to the scheduled meeting on August 20, 1993, and written
notifications were sent to all relevant state bodies of the Republic of Macedonia.®

The invitation for the meeting on August 20, 1993, was met with active participation from all
Albanian associations and political entities, with a total of 83 attendees gathered at the
premises of the "Zef Lush Marku" Gymnasium in Skopje. The meeting proceeded according
to the following agenda:

1. Evolution of the case for the opening of the Faculty of Pedagogy;

2. Concept of the working group for the opening of the Faculty of Pedagogy;

3. Decision-making process for the opening of the Faculty of Pedagogy;

4. Formation of the Head Committee-Mother Committee and operational commissions;
After substantive, accurate, and constructive discussions involving more than 30 participants,
the following positions were unanimously approved:

1. To approve the list of members of the Head Committee-Mother Committee and

operational commissions (legal, financial, and regarding the issue of locality);

2. To define the legal status of the establishment of the Faculty of Pedagogy;

15 Challenges of higher education in the Albanian language in the Republic of Macedonia", Tetovo 2013.p.101-103.
18 Group of authors " Monograph of the University of Tetova” (1994/95 - 2004/2005)", vol. I, Tetovo, 2021.
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3. Regardless of the results of the Coordinating Group with the competent bodies, to put
the Faculty of Pedagogy. into practical function according to one of the possible
variants: either within the existing system, on private premises with permission from
the competent bodies, or to found the Faculty of Pedagogy and simultaneously ensure
permission from the competent bodies of the Government of the Republic of
Macedonia

4. To complete and expand the list of members of the Consultative Council for the issue
of the Faculty of Pedagogy;

5. All political entities and Albanian associations of the Republic of Macedonia are
urged to persist in implementing the Faculty and to prepare the necessary framework
for education in the Albanian language.'’

So, in this meeting, the following participants are included: legitimate representatives of the
two Albanian political parties (Party for Democratic Prosperity-PDP and Peoples
‘Democratic Party-PDP), ministers, Albanian mayors or vice-presidents of municipalities in
Dibar, Gostivar, Tetovo, Struga, Kumanovo, and Kicevo; the Albanian Cultural Community;
Association of Albanian Historians in Macedonia; Association of Albanian Educators; Forum
for Human Rights and Freedoms; Union of Albanian Intellectuals; as well as intellectuals
selected from all regions of the Republic of Macedonia.®

The Head Committee-Mother Committee, in collaboration with the operational commissions
and other relevant entities, held a total of 11 meetings until February 20, 1994. At the final
meeting on February 20, 1994, the project and the request for permission from the
Government of the Republic of North Macedonia were approved. During this meeting, the
Head Committee-Mother Committee assessed the necessity of convening the selected
gathering, which would include competent representatives of political entities, associations,
and prominent intellectuals. They engaged in extensive discussions and drew conclusions and
constructive ideas, which would assist the Mother Commission in potentially adjusting its
steps in further progress toward the definitive establishment of the Faculty of Pedagogy.*®

In full composition, the members of the Commission engaged in open debates with
responsibility and scientific wisdom, exploring alternative analyses for solutions to the
problems at hand. Ultimately, it became evident that despite the group's efforts to coordinate
with state bodies for the establishment of the Faculty of Pedagogy within the University of
Skopje, the outcome fell short of expectations. Consequently, the academic year of
1993/1994 concluded without tangible results, leaving a sense of uncertainty.

“The reopening of the Pedagogical Academy or any pedagogical faculty will mean almost
nothing for the schooling and education of Albanians in Macedonia”?, stated Prof. Dr. Fadil
Sulejmani, member of the Temporary Presidency and chairman of the Council for the
establishment of the Albanian University, in an interview with journalist Emin Azemi
published in the book "Historical Step of Our University”?!, Tetovo, 1994. He continued,
"Our people need a University, not just any faculty, and certainly not a pedagogical academy.
We all know, and others should recognize this too, what a University truly entails, regardless
of the specific faculty or academy. The university will address all the contemporary needs of
the Albanian people in Macedonia. Therefore, today's Albanian population in Macedonia is
determined to have a university that encompasses all the necessary faculties for its
development across various aspects of life: economic, educational, cultural, healthcare,
societal, and more. However, if the reopening of the former Pedagogical Academy or any

YGroup of authors "Monograph of the University of Tetova” (1994/95 - 2004/2005)", vol. I, Tetovo, 2021.
%¥Group of authors "Monograph of the University of Tetova” (1994/95 - 2004/2005)", vol. I, Tetovo, 2021.
Group of authors "Monograph of the University of Tetova” (1994/95 - 2004/2005)", vol. I, Tetovo, 2021.
2 Emin Azemi, “The historic step of our University”, interview of Prof. Dr. Fadil Sulejmanit, Tetovo, 1994.
ZEmin Azemi, “The historic step of our University", interview of Prof. Dr. Fadil Sulejmanit, Tetovo, 1994.
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Pedagogical Faculty in the Albanian language is imposed by the current Macedonian
Government, Albanians will play their proper role in the education and training of our
population. We have nothing against their existence and educational activities. However, if
these academy and faculty are established merely for the sake of existence and serve a
specific political agenda aimed at obstructing the work of the Albanian University, then we
cannot support their existence. They would function as government-controlled institutions
serving political interests rather than fostering the development of a genuine Albanian
educational and scientific framework. In fact, this viewpoint is also endorsed by the Albanian
parliamentary group that participated in the Government of the Republic of Macedonia.?
“The fundation of political schools and faculties today," adds Prof. Fadil, "is no longer
needed by the Albanian people. We no longer rely on the prospect of a pedagogical academy
or faculty; what we need today is a University. We cannot continue living on promises,
hopeful rhetoric, and enticing laws that promise progress tomorrow but leave us with nothing
in reality. This is no longer a time for jests. We must make things concrete, openly laying
them on the table and calculating everything mathematically, like one plus one equals two,
with precision,"” states Prof. Fadili. "Our people today need knowledge; the University is not
a game. Its realization is imperative and inevitable. The notion propagated by those who have
never experienced Albanian education, as well as by our short-sighted servants, that one must
climb up to the University step by step, beginning with a pedagogical academy and then a
faculty in either Albanian or Macedonian language, is yet another, even larger deception
imposed upon us by cynics. This deceptive notion delays our urgent need for education,
hindering our swift integration into the currents of democratic European modernization”. ...
Pedagogical academies may be suitable for communities comprising 5% of the total
population in a region, but not for the Albanian population, which, in number, is equal to or
even greater than the Macedonian one. Enough with the tricks. We demand knowledge,
pencils, notebooks, schools, universities, for which today we have all the opportunities and
conditions," concluded Prof. Fadil.3

The cultural and educational tradition of Albanians has been forged through great efforts,
enduring challenges, sacrifices, self-denial, and the fierce resistance against the most extreme
anti-Albanian orthodoxy. Within this context, Albanians residing in their ethnic lands,
particularly in the Eastern part (Macedonia), have contributed significantly to this tradition.
The establishment of the University of Tetova stands as the pinnacle of our national
educational continuity.?* The Congress of Manastir, the Albanian Alphabet Movement of
these lands, the Patriotic Society "Besa" of Tetova, and the most enlightened and revered
individuals such as Dr. lbrahim Temo, Dervish Hima, Hamdi bey Ohri, Rexhep Voka,
Sadudin Gjurra, Murteza Riza Gega, along with hundreds of other dedicated Albanian
compatriots and educators, as well as numerous other Albanian educational and cultural
associations, bestowed upon us this magnificent achievement - one of the most illustrious
being the founding of the University of Tetova in June 1994.

The foundations of the University were laid here 29 years ago, upon the strong and deep roots
of a long tradition, nurtured by the labor, sacrifice, blood, and precious sweat of this people,
their daughters and sons, as well as the most dedicated intellectuals of these lands with
university degrees, alongside others. Additionally, the generous and noble fraternal support of
intellectuals with university degrees from Albania, Kosovo, and the Albanian diaspora played
a vital role. The founding figure of the University of Tetova is its First Rector, Prof. Dr. Fadil
Sulejmani, who for many years spearheaded the teaching, scientific, and organizational

2ZEmin Azemi, “The historic step of our University", interview of Prof. Dr. Fadil Sulejmanit, Tetovo, 1994.
ZEmin Azemi, “The historic step of our University", interview of Prof. Dr. Fadil Sulejmanit, Tetovo, 1994.
24 Group of authors "Monograph of the University of Tetova” (1994/95 - 2004/2005)", vol. I, Tetovo, 2021.p.23-27.
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activities of this esteemed institution of higher learning. Since its inception, the University of
Tetova has persistently confronted both the Slavic-Macedonian power and certain elements
within the Albanian political sphere through sophisticated means, at times ignoring and even
co-opting them for its own strategic advancement.

On June 4, 1994, in Tetovo, through self-initiative, popular support, and great sacrifices, a
higher educational and scientific institution for qualified specialists was founded. The
University of Tetova played a vital role in the development of senior staff among Albanians
in Macedonia across various professional and scientific fields. At its inception, the University
of Tetova commenced operations with six faculties, eleven branches, 573 students, and 75
teachers. Lessons and other activities initially took place in private homes, generously
provided by the education-loving people of Tetovo. Thanks to the moral, financial, and
material support from Albanians across all our ethnic areas and the diaspora, as well as the
dedicated efforts, determination, and courage of the lecturers and administrative staff, the
University of Tetova (UT) managed to acquire its own building spanning 3000 m2 in a short
time, along with teaching spaces for 15 faculties and 34 branches, including 7 faculties
offering postgraduate studies. The Ohrid Agreement facilitated conditions for UT to be
officially recognized by the Government of Macedonia on February 20, 2004.
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PERPJEKJET E POPULLIT SHQIPTAR NE TREVAT LINDORE
SHQIPTARE NE ZHVILLIMIN E ARSIMIT TE MESEM DHE
SIPEROR NE VITET 80-90 TE SHEKULLIT TE KALUAR

Nebi DERVISHI

Fakulteti Filozofik, Universiteti i Tetoves

Pérvoja shumévjecare déshmon se populli yné mund t’i pérballoj€ rrebeshet e historisé sa me
shpirtin e vet historik e té pamposhtur, po aq edhe me forcén e kulturén e tij. Duke zhvilluar
kulturén e vet, ai ka ruajtur e ka forcuar identitetin si popull e si komb. Prandaj té gjithé
shqiptarét, kudo gé jané, né trevat etnike dhe né diaspor, arsimin e kulturén e kané paré
kurdoheré jo vetém si pasuri diesh, por edhe si kusht parésoré gé i shérben ruajtjes sé
identitetit kombétar.!

Rrjedhat e historisé e sollén g€ shqiptarét né Jugosllaviné e “Titos”, t&€ bashké&jtojné me
popujt e tjeré jugosllav.Né pérpjkjet e veta pér t€ mbijetuar, nuk jané shuar kurré etja dhe
lufta pér dije e kulturé. Lulézimi i kulturés e arsimit, pas Pleniumit té IV té Brionéve mé 1
korrik 1966, gjegjésisht né vitet *70 t€ shek. XX, &sht€¢ déshmi e pakundérshtueshme e
ndihmesés sé pérbashkét gé dhané té gjithé pérbérésit e hapsirés kulturore shqiptare. Ishin té
njéjtat aspirata, i njéjti karakter kombétar dhe njé identitet kulturor né rritje e sipér, gé
kérkonte domodoshmeérisht funksionimin dhe aktivizimin e té gjithas pjeséve té trungut etnik
shqiptar. Dhe histora ka déshmuar se kur éshté arritur ky aktivizim, ka pasur gjithnjé
pérparim, zhvillim, né jeté e né kulturén toné kombétare? . Por, pér t& kuptuar drejté gjendjen
nga u nis dhe shkallét né té cilat arriti arsimi shqip dhe kultura pérgjithsisht, né viset
shqiptare né Trevat Lindore e Verilindore (Magedonia Perendimore dhe Kosova), nuk duhet
té harrojmé véshtirésité e shumta, objektive e sidomos ato subjektive, me té cilat u ndesh pa
ndérpreré ajo. Kishte véshtirési né rritje, zvarritje burokratike, por edhe shumé koncepte e
reagime nacionaliste e atatiste, gé synonin té krijonin lékundje a térhegje nga lufta pér
ruajtjen e pasurimin e vlerave kulturore té shqiptaréve. Edhe né kété periudhe té entuziazmit
popullor dhe té punés kémbéngulése té pasave té gjéra shqiptare, pati mjedise né Jugosllavi
gé e ndjenin dhe e shikonin ¢do hap té ri té shqiptaréve, si njé lloj humbjeje té fuqgisé sé vet.
Por, kundérshtimi i tyre, heré€ 1 hapur dhe heré i mbyllur gjaté viteve 70 nuk arriti q€ t€ béhet
mbizotrues dhe té bénte pér vete shumé njeréz.® Vetém pas Demostratave té Studentéve né
vitin 1981 né Kosové, forcat e caktuara politike né Serbi, Mal té Zi e Magedoni, me
demagogji e me dhuné arritén té ndérpisnin rrjedhén objektive té zhvillimit e té konsolidimit
té arsimit e té kulturés kombétare shqgiptare né Jugosllav dhe e démtuan réndé até. Si
rrjedhim, né kéto vite pér arsimin e kulturén shqiptare fillon njé periudhé e re, me plot
véshtirési e pérpjekje pér té mbijetuar.

Né vijim té pérpjekjeve pér té ruajtur karakterin kombétar té shkollés shqipe kétu né
Magedoni, shumé arsimtaré gé jepnin mésim né gjuhén shqipe, vijonin t&¢ mbanin evidencat
pedagogjike (ditaret déftesat, libresat, etj) vet né gjuhén shqipe. Pér kété géndrim té tyre
mésuesit shqiptar shfrytézonin nenet e Kushtetutés sé RSM.-sé té vitit 1974, gé ishin mé
demokratike dhe né kundérshtim me noramat e dekretet e reja gé u nxorén pas vitit 1981 e qé
sanksiononin pérparsiné e gjuhés magedonase né mjediset me popullaté shqiptare. Té shumta
ishin kérkesat e arsimtaréve shqiptaré né RSM-sé drejtuar organeve té larta shtetérore
republikane pér té mos prishur klasat paralele né gjuhén shqipe, pér t¢ mos u hequr nga

! Rahmi Tuda, Shqiptarét e Magedonisé para sprovés historike, né gazetén “Fakti”, dt. 31.07.2001.

2Ana Lalaj, Pérpjekjet e popullit shgiptar né Magedoni pér zhvillimin e kulturés dhe arsimit, kumtesé né Simpoziumin Shkencor
®Historia e popullit shqgiptaré, véll. IV, Trang, 2002, f. 371.

4 Ramiz Abdyli, Pérséri vazhdon fashizmi né Magedoni pas vitit 1945, né gazatén “Fakti”, dt. 16.05.2005, f. 8.
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programet shkollore figurat mé té shquara té letérisés shqiptare, pér t& mos keqinterpretuar
dhe mos i falsifikuar té vértetat historike pér ngjarjet mé té lavdishme té popullit shqiptar, etj.
Pér kéto géndrime té tyre, gé kishin né themel mbrojtjen e vegorive kombétare té shkollés
shqgipe dhe té institucioneve té tjera, ku né ményré té organizuar kultivohej kultura
kombétare, u politizuan dhe pér rrjedhojé shumé arsimtaré u débuan nga puna. Shprehje e
hapur e géndresés kundér shkombétarizimit té shkollés shqgipe ishin bojkotimet disaditore té
mésimit nga nxénésit e klasave té treta e té katérta né disa shkolla t¢ Kumanovés, Gostivarit,
né shtatorin e vitit 1988, gé kundérshuan vendimin pér krijimin e paraleleve té pérziera dhe
zhvillimin e mésimit né to vetém né gjuhén magedonase.® Por hapja e paraleleve té pérziera
né té gjitha shkollat e mesme né RSM, ku mé paré mésimi zhillohej né gjuhén shqipe, pati
pér pasojé largime té tjera té shumta té nxénésve shqiptaré dhe daljen si “tepricé
tekonologjike” té shumé arsimtaréve shqiptaré. K&shtu, ndérsa né vitin shkollor 1981/1982 né
mbaré RSM- né kishte 37 shkolla t& mesme me 300 paralele dhe me 9903 nxénés e 591
arsimtaré shqiptaré, 1987/88 pati rénie né té gjitha kéta tregues. Numri i shkollave u ul né 23,
i paraleleve shqipe né 175, i nxénésve né 4972 dhe i arsimtaréve né 365. Shkuritimi i klaséve
né gjuhén shqipe dhe zévendésimi i tyre me paralele té pérziera, ku mésimi zhvillohej
térésisht né gjuhén sllavo- magedone, ngjalli pakénagési né mesin e popullsisé shqiptare.®

Né fillim t€ viteve 90 té shekullit XX me vendosjen e sistemit pluralist demokratik, edhe né
Magedoni u shtuan kérkesat pér rihapjen e paraleleve né shkollat e mesme népér té gjitha
qytetet, kérkesa kéto u pasragitén né formé peticionesh, ashtu edhe né mitingje népér shehshe
té gyteteve (si né Strugé, né Shkup , 31 mars 1992, etj), kérkesa né takime me personalitet té
larta shtetérore, té cilat ishin té shepshta.’

Dhe si gjithmoné né castet té véshtira, edhe késaj radhe spikati shpirti krijues, zgjuarsia dhe
vendosmeéria e popullit toné pér té mbijetuar, pér t€ mos gené i pérgmuar dhe pa prespektive.
Ashtu si¢ kishin béré brezat paraardhése duke dhéné ndihmesén e tyre né begatimin e
kulturés dhe arsimit shqip, si né shkollimin e mesém ashtu edhe né até sipéror edhe brezi i ri
u angazhua pér té njéjtén. Pikérisht né kéto vite, kur pérpara masés sé gjéré té nxénésve
shqiptaré paraqitej alternativa té shkolloheshin né gjuhén magedonase, ose té mbeteshin pa
shkollim e pa dije, u mor nisma pér vetorganizim, duke hapur, pa leje ligjore té Ministrisé sé
Arsimit, paralele né gjuhén shqipe, si né Ladorishté t€ Strugés Shkolla “Hajdar Dushi”(
01.X.1991-1996)8dhe né Kércové Shkollén “Drita” (1991-1995).°

Né fillim t€ viteve *90 u ndie mungesa e kuadrit arsimor né té gjitha nivelet. Mugesa e kuadrit
parashkollor, fillor e t&¢ mesém arsimor dhe shterja e burimeve pér kualifikim permanente té
kétij kuadri té domosdoshém né R.S. té Magedonisé. Kjo gjé e nxiti Unionin e Intelegjencés
Shgiptare né Magedoni, té gjitha shoqatat e Asociacionet dhe subjektet legjitime politike
shqiptare, pér zgjidhjen e kétij problemi pérmes thmelimit té njé fakulteti, i cili do té ishte
vazhdimési e natyrshme e Akademisé Pedagogjike té dikurshme, me mésim né gjuhén shqipe
né Magedoni.’®Késaj inciative pér t’i dhéné edhe peshé t& merituar profesionale e shkencore,
u angazhuan njé grup pune, né pérbérje: Prof. Xhevat Gega, Prof. Masar Kodra, Avni Zllatku,
Murat Isaku, Ramé Askaj, Dr. Remzi Nesimi dhe Dr. Ali Vishko, me detyré gé té hartojné
elaborat pér themelimin e Fakultetit Pedagogjik né gjuhén shgipe né Magedoni. Krahas
elaboratit drejtuar organeve kompetente té Republikés, pérmes njé grupi koordinues u
realizuan edhe negociata té shumta me kryetarin e Republikés, kryetarin e parlamenit, té

°Ana Lalaj, vep. e cit.
°Po aty.
"Halim Purellku, Udhékryget e arsimit shqipétar, né gazetén “Flaka e Véllazérimit”, dt. 10. 04.1992.

8 Bexhet Asani, Gjimnazi “Hajdar Dushi” né Ladorishté té Strugés (1991-1996)”, Strugé, 2005.
°Halim Purellku, Udhékryget e arsimit shqipétar, né gazetén “Flaka e Véllazérimit”, dt. 10. 04.1992.

OEJaborati | Unionit té Intelegjencés, Asociacioneve dhe subjekteve politike shqiptare né Magedoni, Shkup 1992.
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Qeverisé té R.M-s& me Ministrin e Arsimit e té kulturés fizike dhe me rektorin e
Universitetit “Shén Kirili ¢ Metodi”, né Shkup. Megjithaté pérve¢ premtimeve verbale, me
asgjé konkrete, nuk u konkretizua kjo kérkesé legjitime e shqiptaréve. Té priré nga
parametrat gé i dhe analiza pér gjendjen aktuale té kuadrit parashkollor, fillor e t¢ mesém
shgiptar né Magedoni dhe shterpésia (jofrytshméria) e iniciativés sé filluar nga Unioni i
Intelegjencés Shqiptare, gé né janarin e vitit 1992 pér themelimin e Fakultetit Pedagogjik né
gjuhén shqipe, té integruar né sistemin e Universitetit né Shkup, njé grup punonjésish
shkencor shqiptar (prof.dr. Masar Kodra, prof.dr. Remzi Nesimi, prof.dr.Tahir Zajazi, prof.dr.
Murat Murati dhe Mr. Sefedin Haruni, mé 16 gusht 1993 me kompetenca shkencore e
konvokuan takimin e paré konsultativ, né ambientet e Gjimnazit “Zef Lush Marku”, né
Shkup. Pas njé debati té gjéré e konstruktiv, né fund té mbledhjes konsultative u mor géndrim
gé diskutimet rreth céshtjes sé Fakultetit Pedagogjik pérfundimisht t€ mbyllen né vitin
akademik 1993/94, e me géllim gé populli shqgiptar né Magedoni t¢ mos mbetet edhe mé tej i
befasuar.!

Né frymén e kétij géndrimi, u zhvilluan aktivitete intensive pér parapérgatitje té€ njé
mbledhjeje me té gjitha subjektet politike dhe asocacionet shqiptare qé vepronin né
Magedoni. Andaj edhe pér kété, u zhvilluan bisedime konsulative me kryesité e partive
politike shqiptare (t& PPD-sé dhe PDP-sé) mé 18.08.1993). U ftuan té gjitha asocacionet
shqiptare né mbledhjen e paraparé mé 20 gusht 1993, si dhe iu dorézua informata e shkruar té
gjitha organeve kompetente shtetérore t& RM.-s¢.!2

Ftesés pér mbledhjen e 20 gushtit 1993 iu pérgjigjén me pjesmarrje aktive né lokalet e
Gjimnazit “Zef Lush Marku” n€ Shkup, té gjitha asocacionet dhe subjektet politike shqiptare,
né pérbérje kompetente prej 83 vetash. Mbledhja do té zhvillohej sipas kétij Rendi té Dités:

1. Evoluimi i ¢géshtjes pér hapjen e Fakultetit Pedagogjik (F.P.);

2. Koncepti i grupit té punés pér hapjen e F.P.;

3. Marrja e vendimit pér hapjen e F.P. dhe

4. Formimi i Komisionit Amé dhe komisioneve operative.

Pas njé diskutimi pérmbajtésor, korekt e konstruktiv t¢ mé se 30 referuesve, né fund njézéri
do té miratohet kéto géndrime:

1. Té miratohet lista e anétaréve té Komisionit Amé dhe komisioneve operative (
juridike, financiare, pér ¢éshtjen e lokalitetit);

2. Té definohet sukbjekti juridik i themelimit té F. P.;

3. Pavarsisht nga rezultatet e Grupit Koordinues me organet kompetente, pér té véné
F.P. né funksion praktik sipas njérés nga variantet e mundshme / né sistem, né sistem
pér né baza private me leje t€ organeve kompetente ose té themelohet F.P. dhe
paralelisht té sigurohet leja nga organet kompetente teé Qeverisé sé R.M.-sé.;

4. Té plotésohet e té zgjerohet lista e anétaréve té Késhillit konsulativ pér céshtjen e
F.P., si dhe

5. Té gjitha subjektet politike dhe asocacionét shqiptare t€ R:M.-sé té jené kémbéngulés
né jetésimin e Fakultetit pér pérgatitje t€ kuadrit t&¢ domosdoshém pér mésim né
gjuhén shqipe.”

Pra, né kété mbledhje marrin pjesé: pérfagésuesit legjitim té€ dy partive politike shqiptare (
PPD e PDP), ministra, kryetar ose nénkryetarét shqiptar t¢ komunave: né Dibér, Gostivar, né
Tetové, né Strugé, né Kumanové, e né Kércové; Bashkésia Kulturore Shqiptare; Shogata e
Historianéve Shqiptaré né Magedoni; Shogata e Arsimtaréve Shqiptaré; Forumi pér té Drejtat
dhe Lirité e Njeriut; Unioni i Intelegjencisé Shqiptare si dhe intelektualé té zgjedhur nga té

11 Dashmir Idrizi, Sfidat e arsimit sipéror né gjuhén shqipe né RM, Tetové 2013.f.101- 103.
12 Grup autorésh, Monografia Universiteti i Tetovés (1994/95 — 2004/2005)”, véll. 1, Tetové, 2021.
18pg Aty.
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gjitha gendrat e R.M.-sé. Né fund té mbledhjes njézérit do té miratohet Komisioni Amé né
pérbérje: prof.dr. Masar Kodra, prof.dr. Remzi Nesimi, prof.dr.Tahir Zajazi, prof.dr. Murat
Murati, Dr. Rauf Pruthi, Dr. Murteza Ismaili, dhe mr.Sefedin Haruni, si dhe né kété mbledhje
u miratua edhe lista e komisioneve operative.*

Komisioni Amé, né bashképunim té kombinuar edhe me komisionet operative dhe subjektet e
tjera kompetente, deri mé 20 shkurt 1994 i ka mbajtur 11 (njémbédhjeté mbledhje). Né
mbledhjen e fundit ( t& 20 shkurtit 1994), u miratua Projekti dhe kérkesa pér marrjen e lejes
nga Qeveria e R. M-sé. — Né kété mbledhje Komisioni Amé vleréson si nevojé thirrjen e kétij
tubimi té zgjedhur, ku do té marrin pjesé: pérfagésuesit kompetent té subjekteve politike, té
asocacioneve e té intelektualéve té shquar, ku gjér e gjaté u diskutuan dhe u nxorrén konkluza
e ide konstruktive, té cilat do t’i shérbenin Komisionit Amé pér korigjimin eventual té hapave
né ecuriné e métejshme deri né konstituimin definitiv té fakultetit Pedagogjik.®

Né pérbérje té ploté, anétarét e Komisionit zhvilluan debate té shtruara, me pérgjegjési e
urtési shkencore, duke i véné problemet né analizé alternative pér zgjidhje. Definitivisht u
konstatua se té gjitha pérpjekijet e grupit, i cili koordinonte me organet shtetérore pér hapjen e
natyrshme té F.P. né kuadér t& Universitetit t& Shkupit, pérfunduan ashtu si¢ ishte pritur,
pérkatésisht pa fryte konkrete, duke e léshuar né vakum edhe vitin akademik 1993/1994. Pasi
u bindén pérfundimisht se vitit akademik 1993/94 déshtoi, anétarét e Komisionit Amé, ¢do
njéri né kanale té veta, iu gasen gjurméve gé shpiejné né zgjidhje pér vitin akademi 1994/95.
“Rihapja e Akademis€ Pedagogjike apo t&é ndonjé fakulteti pedagogjik, gati asgjé nuk do té
thoté pér shkollimin dhe arsimimin e shqiptaréve né Maqedoni”®, do t& prononcohet Prof.
Dr. Fadil Sulejmani, anétar i Kryesisé sé Pérkohéshme dhe kryetar i Késhillit pér themelimin
e Universitetit shqip” — né€ intervistén dhéné gazetarit Emin Azemit t€ botuar né librin “Hap
historik i Universitetit toné”!’, Tetové, 1994, dhe vazhdon: “Populli yné ka nevojé pér
Universitet e jo pér ndonjé fakultet, e aqg mé pak pér ndonjé akademi pedagogjike. Ne e dimé
té gjithé, e kété e dijné edhe té tjerét, se cdo té thoté fakulteti, akademia pedagogjike e cka
Universiteti. Universiteti do t’1 plotésojé t&€ gjitha nevojat bashkékohore té popullit shqiptar
né Magedoni. Prandaj, populli shgiptar sot né Magedoni éshté pércaktuar pér universitet, e do
universitetin i cili do t’i keté t& gjitha fakultetet q€ i nevoiten sot zhvillimit té tij, sa mé té
shpejté nga té gjitha piképamjet jetésore: ekonimike, arsimore, kulturore, shéndetésore,
socilae, etj. Megjithaté, po ge se rihapja e Akademisé sé dikurshme pedagogjike ose e ndonjé
fakulteti pedagogjik né gjuhén shqipe, gé nga ana e Qeveris¢ aktuale magedonase, mund t’u
imponohet shqiptaréve, do té luajné rolin e tyre t& miréfillté né edukimin dhe arsimimin e
popullatés soné, ne s’kemi asgjé kundér ekzistimit dhe veprimtaris€é s€ tyre arsimore-
pedagogjike. Mirépo, nése kjo akademi dhe ky fakultet do jené sa pér sy e fage, sa pé té
ekzistuar dhe do té kené géllim té caktuar politik, gé ta pengojné punén e Universitetit shqip,
atéheré ne nuk do té pajtohemi me ekzistimin e tzre, sepse ato késhtu né kété ményré do té
luanin rolin e institucioneve kukulla geveritare pér t’i shérbyer politikés e jo prodhimit té
kuadrit té nevojshém dhe té vérteté shkollor e shkencor shqiptar. Pér ironi té fatit, kété e
mbéshteti edhe grupi parlamentar shqiptar qé ishte pjesé e Qeverisé sé R.M.-s&.18

“Hapja e shkollave dhe fakulteteve t€ kétilla politike sot, - shton Prof. Fadili, nuk i duhen mé
popullit shgiptar.Nuk kemi mbetur ne né méshirén e njé akademie pedagogjike e as té njé
fakulteti pedagogjik, por ne kemi nevojé€ sot pér njé Universitet”. “...Ne nuk do té jetojmé mé
me premtime, me fjalé shpresédhénése e me ligje joshése se nesér do té kemi dicka, e né
realitet t& mbetemi si mé paré pa asgjé. Nuk &shté mé koha e shakave. Gjérat duhet t’i

14po Aty.
15pg Aty.
16 Emin Azemi, Hapi historik i Univesitetit tone, intervisté e Prof.dr. Fadil Sulejmanit, Tetové, 1994,
17pg Aty.
18pg Aty.
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konkretizojmé, t’i shtrojmé haptas né tryezé dhe c¢do gjé ta llogaritim né ményré
matematikore, si njé e njé q¢€ béjné dy, me saktési...”.“Populli yné€ sot ka névojé pér dijeni,
Universiteti nuk éshté lojé. Ai éshté imperativ gé patjetér do té realizohet. Dhe ajo gé po
propagandohet nga ata qé kurré s’e kané dashur arsimin shqip, si dhe nga shkurtpamésit
(miopét) tan€, shérbétoré té€ tyre, se pér t’u ngjithur deri né Universitet duhet ecur hap pas
hapi, mé paré me njé akademi pedagogjike e pastaj me njé fakultet né gjuhén shqipe ose
magedonishte gofté, éshté mashtrim tjetér edhe mé i madh gé po na béhet, tejet cinik pér
kohén e sotme té shkollimit toné té ngutshém, pér t¢ mundur edhe ne té inkuadrohemi sa mé
shpejt né rrjedhat e qytetérimit e t€ modernizimit evropian demokratik”. “... Akademité e
kétilla pedagogjike mund t’i mundésohen atij komuniteti qé pérb&jné 5% t& numrit t&
pérgjishém té popullsisé sé njé rajoni, por jo popullatés shgiptare gé né numér, nése jo mé
shumé, éshté e barabarté me até magedonase. Mjaft mé me mashtrime. Ne duam dije, laps e
fletore, shkollé, e Universitet, pér té cilat sot i kemi té gjitha mundésité e kushtet” —
pérfundon Prof. Fadili.*®

Pra, tradita kulturore dhe arsimore e shqgiptaréve u krijua pérmes pérpjekjeve t€ médha,
sfidave té parreshtura, sakrificave, vetémohimeve, kacafytjeve mé té egra té ortodoksisé, mé
té skajshme kundérshqiptare. Né kété kontekst edhe shqiptarét né trojet e veta etnike kétu né
Trevat Lindore (Magedoni), kontribuan gé té jené pjesé e pashképutur e késaj tradite. Arritjet
deri te Universiteti i Tetovés. Eshté kurorézimi i vazhdimésisé arsimore kombgtare. 2
Kongresi i Manastirit, Lévizja e Abetaristéve Shqiptaré té kétyre trojeve, Shogéria Atdhetare
“Besa” e Tetovés, mendjet mé t€ ndritura e shenjtore si: Dr. Ibrahim Temo, Dervish Hima,
Hamdi bej Ohri, Rexhep Voka, Sadudin Gjurra, Murtezan Riza Gega, si edhe té gindra
atdhedashéve e arsimtaréve té devotshém té tjeré shqiptaré, si edhe té shumé shogatave té
tjera arsimore e kulturore shqiptare, sollén kété kuroré té€ bukur, ndér mé té bukurat,
Universitetin e Tetovés i themeluar né gershor té vitit 1994,

Themelet e tij u ngritén, kétu e 29 vjet mé paré, prandaj mbi rrénjét e forta dhe té thella té njé
tradite té gjaté, t€ ushqyer me mundin, sakrificén, gjakun dhe djersén e shtrenjté té kétij
populli, té bijave dhe bijéve té tij, té intelektualéve mé té pérkushtuar té kétyre trojeve me
tituj universitar, si dhe té tjeré, por edhe me ndihmén véllazérore bujare e fisnike té
intelektualéve me tituj universitar nga Shqipéria, Kosova dhe diaspora shqiptare. Simboli
themeltar i Universitetit té Tetovés éshté rektori i paré i tij, Prof.dr. Fadil Sulejmani i cili pér
shumé vite drejtoi veprimtariné mésimoire-shkencore e organizuese té kétij Tempulli té
Shenjté té Dijes Universitare. Q& nga themelimi e deri sot, Universiteti i Tetovés vazhdimisht
e atakoi pushteti sllavomagedonas, por edhe faktori politik shqgiptar né ményra e forma té
sofistikuara, e anashkaloi dhe e pérdori pér marketing té arritjes sé vet né pushtet.

Pra, mé 4 Qeshor 1994 né Tetové me vetinciativé, me mbéshtetje gjithépopullore dhe me
sakrifica t¢é médha u themelua institucioni i larté arsimor e shkencor té specialistéve té
kulaifikuar.Universiteti i Tetovés ishte nevojé jetike pér formimin e kuadrove té larta nga
shqiptarét né Magedoni, né degé té ndryshme profesionale e shkencore.Universiteti i Tetovés
e nisi veprimtariné me 6 (gjashté) fakultete, 11 degé, 573 studenté dhe 75
mésimdhénés.Mésimet dhe veprimtarité e tjera zhvilloheshin népér shtépi private, qé u dhané
nga populli arsimdashés i Tetovés. Falé ndihmés morale, financiare dhe materiale té
shqiptaréve nga té gjitha trojet tona etnike dhe diaspora, si dhe punés vetmohuese,
vendosmeérisé e guximit té pedagogéve e té stafit drejtues, UT pér njé kohé té shkurtér arriti té
keté godinén e vet 3000 m2, hapsiré mésimore, 15 fakultete dhe 34 degé, 7 fakultete me

1¥pg Aty.
2 Grup autorésh , Monografia Universiteti i Tetovés (1994/95 — 2004/2005)”, véll. I, Tetové, 2021.£.23-27.
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studime pasuniversitare.?* Marréveshja e Ohrit krijoi kushte té pérshtatshme gé UT té njihet
edhe Zyrtarisht nga Qeveria e Magedonisé, mé 20 Shkurt 2004.
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