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Abstract

Hyacinthus orientalis L. subsp. orientalis (Asparagaceae), also known as wild hyacinth, was found at the foot
of the Dry Mountain and represents a new taxon for the flora of North Macedonia. Specimens examined: Dry
Mountain, near the mountain road to the village of Kunovo, about 6 km from the town of Gostivar: 576 m, 41°
46' 04.83" N, 20° 55' 52.24"E, April 2026.

Keywords: New taxon, Hyacinthus orientalis subsp. orientalis, Asparagaceae, Dry Mountain, Republic of North
Macedonia.

Introduction

The genus Hyacinthus Tourn. Ex L. is comprised of only six species: Hyacinthus litwinovii
Czerniak, Hyacinthus transcaspicus Litv., Hyacinthus brachypodus Borbas, Hyacinthus
colchicoides Delile, Hyacinthus griseus Brouss. ex Schult. & Schult. f., and the most famous
of them all, Hyacinthus orientalis L. These plants were once considered members of the lily
family (Liliaceae) but more recent genetic work places them in the asparagus family
(Asparagaceae), (Tutin et al., 1980), (Heywood, 1980). The native range of this genus is
Southern Turkeye to Northern Israel and Southern Turkmenistan. The new taxon for the flora
of North Macedonia, presented in this paper, is a subspecies of Hyacinthus orientalis L. This
species is native to southwest Asia and is cultivated and naturalized in Mediterranean Europe
(Hassler, 2022), (Heywood et al., 1980). It is a ornamental geophytes, with the cultivation
history over 400 years, numerous cultivars were bred with varying morphologies and
performance.
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Figure 1. Hyacinthus orietalis . sup. orientalis (phto by Haziri, April 2026)

The new taxon is wild hyacinth, Hyacinthus orientalis L. subsp. orientalis (Figure 1), also
known by the synonyms: Hyacinthus brumalis Haw. Ex G. Don, Hyacinthus albulus Jord.,
Hyacinthus modestus Jord. & Fourr., Hyacinthus praecox Jord., Hyacinthus provincialis Jord.,
Hyacinthus rigidulus Jord. & Fourr. (Grundmann et al., 2010), it is a bulbous plant, with a 3—
7 cm diameter bulb. The leaves are strap-shaped, 15-35 cm long and 1-3 cm broad, with a soft,
succulent texture, and produced in a basal whorl. The flowering stem grows to 25-30 cm
(rarely to 35 cm) tall,bearing 1-2 fragrant purple flowers 2-3.5 cm long with a tubular, six-
lobed perianth. Perianth segments united about one-half of their length. Fruits more or less
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spherical. The native range of this subspecies is Southern Turkeye to Northern Israel. It grows
primarily in the temperate biome (Stace, 2019), (Dimopoulos, 2013).

Material and Methods

The new data presented in this paper are based on plant material collected during the field
research. Floristic researches in this area was carried out during the spring period of 2025-
2026. Hyacinthus orientalis L. subsp. orientalis plants were observed with flowers, and later,
with mature fruits. The distribution locality has been determined precisely through the latitude
and longitude coordinates on Google Maps. Herbaized specimens of this taxon are preserved
in the private herbarium of the authors and in herbarium of the Department of Biology, Faculty
of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, University of Tetova. Taxonomic treatment is based on
careful observation of morphological characteristics in herbarium specimens and living
populations, and on morphometric data. The morphological and systematic description of the
subspecies is based on relevant taxonomic literature. Plant nomenclature and taxonomy is
consistent with Euro+Med Plant base (Greuter, 2006).

Results and Discussion

The flora of North Macedonia is known for its large number of species, including many
endemic and relict species (Micevski, 1978, 1987). As a result of continuous research, many
new taxa have been discovered, as well as new distribution localities for many endemic and
relict species. (Matevski et al., 2001, 2016, 2022, 2022), (Haziri, 2020, 2022, 2024, 2024).

Figure 2. Locality of Hyacinthus orientalis L. subsp. orietalis, near the mountain road to the village of
Kunovo, at the foot of the Dry Mountain (source: Google Earth)

Hyacinthus orientalis L. subsp. orientalis (Asparagaceae, formerly Liliaceae), (Vangjeli et al.,
2000), (Haziri, 2019), also known as wild hyacinth, was found at the foot of the Dry Mountain
and represents a new taxon for the flora of North Macedonia. It was found for the first time in
2025, while, as a result of continuous research, its presence at the same location was also
determined in April 2026. Specimens examined: Dry Mountain, near the mountain road to the
village of Kunovo, about 6 km from the town of Gostivar: 576 m, 41° 46' 04.83” N, 20° 55'
52.24"E, April 2026 (Figure 2, 3).
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Figure 3. Hyacinthus orientalis L. subsp. orientalis, in the locality near the mountain road to the village of
Kunovo, in Dry Mountain (photo by Haziri, April 2026)

Conclusions

From what was said above we can conclude that Hyacinthus orientalis L. subsp. orientalis
(Asparagaceae, formerly Liliaceae), also known as wild hyacinth, represents a new taxon for
the flora of the Republic of North Macedonia. It was found for the first time in 2025, while, as
a result of continuous research, its presence at the same location was also determined in April
2026. Specimens examined: Dry Mountain, near the mountain road to the village of Kunovo,
about 6 km from the town of Gostivar: 576 m, 41° 46' 04.83" N, 20° 55' 52.24"E, April 2026.
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